
Error Correction 

Error correction in a group setting is done very differently than in a private, one-on-one session. In the 
group setting, there are a group of students and the teacher has to divide their time amongst all of 
them, allowing for less time to correct and the space for  insecurities to manifest. 

 

In one-on-one learning there is none of this. We are doing individual, private sessions where if a student 
makes a mistake, there are no other students to laugh at those errors, and the tutor can take their time 
in explaining the mistake and the correct version because no other students will be held up in the 
process. We encourage error correction at Nevy's Language because your student sees you as the expert 
on a subject they want in on.  

 

How much to correct? Well that depends on your student’s reaction and your discretion. You obviously 
don’t want to correct 10 mistakes in a span of 3 minutes, that essentially discourages your student from 
participating and impacts their confidence. Equally not correcting is problematic for your student. 

 

When tutors don’t correct students, the staff at Nevy’s Language receive complaints. The reason is 
because students view you as an expert in a subject matter that they are trying to become experts in 
too. If you don’t share with them the knowledge, they feel like the session wasn’t as productive as it 
could be. They certainly enjoy meeting with you for an hour and getting the time to practice whatever it 
is that is being worked on, but they feel that they also need to know the correct technique of what they 
are doing. When tutors don’t correct students, we hear the following complaint: “The session was great 
and we had lots of conversation, but during my turn, I know I was making mistakes. I knew I was making 
mistakes, but the tutor kept letting me make them! I know I was wrong in what I was saying, but they 
didn’t correct me!” 

 

So how do we correct appropriately? Well there are two ways to do it which depends on the cue. If, for 
example, we’re doing some reading, and we arrive at a point where the student is struggling to 
pronounce a word then after a few attempts we can jump in and help them. After we correct them, we 
can repeat the correct word several times with them until they are comfortable with it. If the same 
scenario was to repeat itself and instead the student passes over the word quickly pronouncing it 
incorrectly. We wouldn’t interrupt them, we would just wait until the sentence is over before going back 
to it and correcting the word. We would also repeat the word several times to make sure that they 
pronounce it correctly. It's all about technique.  

 

Check out the video in the next unit to see examples of error correction.  

 


